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“ Quanquam non soleo apnd me epistolas meas 
servare, nec possum, quia, ut primo scribuntur, 
a me dantur, nullo earum exemplo retento ; 
tamen, si quas sunt qu» aliquid in se 
doctrin» habent, eas omnino perdi nolim.” 

Joannes Coletus Abbati Winchincumbensi. 
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PREFACE. 

HORTLY before I sought permission to 
publish the following Treatise, a permis- 
sion which was most obligingly granted 
by the Court of the Worshipful Com- 
pany of Mercers, I had found my task 
considerably lightened. It had been my intention to 
enter at some length into the circumstances of Dean 
Colet’s life, so far as they served to throw light on 
the state of religion and learning at that period. For 
this purpose I had been gradually making collections 
for a considerable space of time. But, in March last, 
it was my fortune to discover that all, and much 
more than all, which I had contemplated, was already 
most efficiently performed. I allude to a work re- 
cently published, by Frederick Seebohm, Esq., en- 
titled The Oxford Reformers of 1498. Some of the 
proof-sheets of this were shown to me by the cour- 
tesy of the author; and I could not but rejoice to 
find that the sketch I had been meditating was 
rendered unnecessary by such a finished portrait. 

I mention this to account for, and in some measure 
excuse, what may appear disconnected in the follow- 
ing Introduction. My original plan being altered, I 
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endeavoured to confine myself to such topics as bore 
directly upon Dean Colet’s Treatise ; whilst yet being 
unwilling to exclude some few particulars which 
might interest those concerned in St. Paul’s School. 

On one point I was several times in doubt ; namely, 
whether or not it would be better to accompany the 
Latin Treatise with a translation. But, whilst doing 
so would have increased the size of the book, I judged 
that those into whose hands alone it was likely to 
come would readily dispense with such an addition. 

The peculiarities of spelling, usual at the period, 
such as justicie for justitiae, and the like, I have_not 
thought it worth while to reproduce. Some obvious 
slips of the transcriber I have silently corrected; 
more important ones are noted at the foot of the 
page. The blanks in words and sentences which 
occur here and there in the manuscript, evidently 
those left by one who could not decipher the writing 
before him, I have filled up on conjecture; marking 
all such insertions by [ ]. The quotations from 
Scripture I have throughout verified, and placed the 
references in the margin. Besides the more obvious 
extracts from Dionysius, I have added one or two 
passages from the Fathers, which are cited, or seem 
alluded to ; and now and then a brief note in illustra- 
tion of the text. The Introduction and Synopsis will, 
I trust, render anything more than this unnecessary. 

St. Paul’s School, 

May, 1867. 
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